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Coordinator’s Corner 
 
 

 
 

Meshack Mbangula, a fiery and radical leader of MACUA, joined the movement as an ordinary member 
In 2012 and was elected to the position of National Coordinator in 2014 and has since then been 
dedicated to his revolutionary task of leading the organisation to achieve justice for all communities 
affected by  mining.  
 
Meshack explains that “as MACUA, amongst other things we work with communities to build their 
knowledge and capacity to understand and challenge mines on environmental and socio- 
economic issues.We also work with communities to undertake social audits of mines’ legal  
requirements to share the wealth of the mines with the communities through Social and Labour Plans 
(SLPs) that is meant to unleash the potential for communities to stand on their own, do away with 
dependency syndrome, do away with status quo of  inequality and injustice”.  
 
Meshack spent his childhood in a dusty village of the Eastern Cape before moving to Gauteng after his  
Father was employed in the mining industries on the East Rand. “Much of what drove and shaped my  
Activism journey goes back to when I was elected as a shop steward at Ergo Mines and later as a full 
Time Health and Safety Steward”. Meshack’s eyes light up when he recalls how he worked closely with 
other activists as they started organizing strikes regarding salary, health and safety issues as part of the 
broader struggle to fight the injustices of apartheid. Together with colleagues they managed to force  
the mines to a build skills development centre for the community and the workers. After the mine had 
stripped the land of all its wealth and left the community in poverty, the mine closed. But this did not 
stop Meshack in his quest to realize justice for the community and he took up the struggle for social  
and environmental justice by establishing a community based organisation, the Ekurhuleni 
Environmental Organisation (EEO), in 2018. 
 
As the National Coordinator of MACUA, Meshack led the movement‘s first national protest in 2013 
where members from across the country converged on the Chamber of Mines (today the Mineral 
Resources Council of South Africa) Mining Lekgotla which was held in Sandton. Members picketed 
outside the Convention Centre in Sandton for three days and raised the issue of community exclusion 
and for the first time at the national level. Before this moment, communities were generally ignored 
And had suffered in silence outside and away from conversations affecting the mining sector. This 
protest led to the very first meeting between MACUA and the then Deputy President Kgalema  
Motlanthe and host of Ministers at the Union Buildings in Pretoria. 
 
The next year Meshack led the movement’s first big march to Gallagher Estate in Midrand where the 
Chamber of Mines (Mineral Council of South Africa) were holding their annual Mining Lekgotla. As  
more than 3000 members gathered outside the venue, the movement demanded that no discussion  
be held without the inclusion of mining affceted communities. “We are legitimate stakeholders in the 
mining industry and carry the heaviest burden of mining when it comes to environmental and health 
issues, and we should be given a voice in all decisions that directly affect us” he says 
 
MACUA under the leadership of Meshack facilitated and developed a People’s Mining Charter which  
was eventually adopted and signed by over 150 mining affected communities across South Africa.  
“As a movement we also won a case against DMR(DMRE) seeking to be include in the formation of  
the Mining  Charter and we have grown our movement to ensure that we keep the DMRE and the 
mining companies Accountable” Meshack adds “Our struggle going forward is to build a strong 
movement of mining affceted communities to push for the legislation of Free Prior and Informed  
Consent (FPIC) which will give better ground to fight this greedy multinational companies and to make sure they account to communities” he concludes 
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Letter from the editor:  
We’re launching a newsletter.  

By Gilbert Moela  

 

The coronavirus has impacted everyone to 

some capacity. Especially in mining affected 

communities, some things we used to do every 

day, are things we rarely have the chance to 

enjoy anymore.  

 

One of those things for me was getting to be in 

my newsroom at the Advisory Office and work 

with my staff to write, produce and edit stories 

for Mining Affected Communities.  

 

So, we’re launching a newsletter. Every two 

weeks, you can expect a few of our top stories 

delivered right to your inbox. With the impacts 

of the coronavirus far-reaching, the team has 

also expanded its scope of coverage to include 

countless activists and community members 

lives.  

 

In the past, a lot of our coverage was limited to 

our social media platforms but this new 

editorial expansion includes more coverage on 

mining and its negative impacts on mining 

affected communities. Now, more than ever, 

people are reading the news. People care 

about the daily updates and we’re here to 

provide that. You can count on continued local 

reporting, community journalism and a few 

impact stories on the side — we’re also 

launching Editor’s Topic: each week our 

editorial board will choose a story that will help 

bridge the knowledge gap within mining 

affected communities. We hope to, in some 

way, lighten the mood during what’s been a 

difficult time for many.  

It can seem like there are a lot of negatives 

right now, but we grow stronger as individuals 

when we become closer with our community. 

While that may not be a possibility in person, 

we hope to be the bridge to connect you to the 

people, the news and information you may not 

be getting anymore. Also, if you have thoughts 

and opinions about the COVID-19 pandemic 

and its impacts, we want to hear from you. Is 

it affecting your daily life, mental health, 

employment or academics? Feel free to be 

contact one of our reporters to share your 

experiences with us and possibly be featured in 

a story!  

Warm Regards,  

Gilbert Moela  
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Bridging the Knowledge Gap 

with the Editor 

Partnerships – The Key to Sustainable Mining in 

South Africa  

The relationship between the companies mining the 

earth’s precious resources and the people who have 

made their homes upon these treasured lands for 

time immemorial, must evolve into productive 

partnerships that benefit communities and mining 

operations. Mining companies are at the foundation 

of the global resource supply chain, providing 

natural resources including metals and minerals to 

satisfy the world’s appetite for progress. With this 

huge task comes the social responsibility to be a 

functional partner in the communities in which they 

operate, and the recognition that sustainable 

practices are critical to corporate success. 

Communities must be part of that resource supply 

chain as well, supplying the social license to 

operate in a community. The concept of social 

license evolved from the more established notion of 

Corporate Social Responsibility and is based on the 

idea that mining companies need not only 

government permission [or permits] but also “social 

permission” to conduct their business. Successful 

management of stakeholder expectations begins 

with thorough and effective communication, and 

acceptance of accountability as a participant in the 

community. While mines are frequently expected to 

bring benefits to a community — such as 

infrastructure improvements, education, and job 

opportunities — it is essential for the mining 

company to collaborate with legitimate structures 

within the community to assess the options best 

suited to their livelihoods. When expectations aren’t 

met, it can often be traced back to a lack of respect 

of local customs and values, collaboration within 

established structures within the community and 

communication with a community.  

 

By Gilbert Moela 

Re-Imagining our future to improve peoples’ lives: Empty Promises and the Myth of Anglo-

American Platinum’s secret exit 

Communities in Limpopo - who are living atop some of the richest mineral resource real estate on 

the globe - find themselves poor because of unequal or no payment of mining royalties. The most 

recent controversy, surrounding Anglo American Platinum is their recent announcement to dispose 

100% of Bokoni Platinum Mine, the entity that they jointly share with Atlatsa Resources. Processes 

to have the mothballed Bokoni Platinum Mine reopened are in an advance stage with a few 

companies eager to acquire the mine. But communities affected by Bokoni Platinum Mine are left 

in the dark. Monametse Mokgotho Community, a village that hosts two of Bokoni Platinum Mines, 

were not consulted in all processes including when the Mine was put on care and maintenance. In 

their quest to get to the bottom of the situation, the community through its community 

engagement forum, have tried to engage the Limpopo Province’s Regional Department of Mineral 

Resources and Energy to get clarity. In their response to Monametse Mokgotho Community 

Engagement Forum, Anglo American claimed to have had consulted with the communities on the 

30
th of 

September 2020 before consulting with the traditional leaders, a claim that Monametse 

Mokgotho disputed. Despite laws and regulations that require Anglo American Platinum to consult 

with interested and affected parties, Anglo American has resorted to directing the community to 

consult with the traditional leaders, a move that’s obviously in contravention of both the Mining 

Charter and the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (MPRDA). 

People in Monametse Mokgotho Community have suffered the disruption of these mining 
operations with limited and inadequate compensation that was always mismanaged and have been 
without a significant share in the profits, despite hosting two of Anglo-American Platinum’s 
underground shafts. The problems around transparency and accountability in Monametse 
Mokgotho Community are recurrent and systemic. In fact, the Monametse Mokgotho Community 
continues to struggle to achieve transparency regarding deals entered between traditional leaders, 
ostensibly on their behalf and Anglo-American Platinum. Some of these struggles are highlighted 
through the engagements between the mine and traditional leaders and the response letter to 
Monametse Mokgotho Community Engagement Forum is evident that Anglo American Platinum is 
adamant that it will make it normal to swindle communities out of their benefits using 
traditional leaders as scapegoats. Monametse Mokgotho Community has tried to arrange 
meetings on several occasions with Anglo American Platinum to talk about their grievances relating 
to the disposal process, community trusts and a lack of financial accountability around income 
generated by mining in the area, but without success.  
 
Given that, in the past, many of the frustrations in Monametse Mokgotho Community have 
highlighted inadequate consultations on decisions affecting the community, it is deeply 
problematic that the community is still denied information that they are entitled to. The problems 
in Monametse Mokgotho Community are symptomatic of the failures of broader legal and political 
context in which communities find themselves in. 
 
However, the community draws hope from the growth of MACUA and have vowed to continue to 
organize and demand what is rightfully theirs. 

 

 



Page | 4 

Inside Story Headline 

Polluted water stream local farmers use for irrigation 

In 2016 we experienced the death of our cows and goats.  At the time 

the community thought it was caused by this so called kgogolamoko 

“erosion” that is happening every year after winter season. But to our 

surprise the incidents of dying of livestock continued happening. Later 

the community found out that the death of our livestock was caused by 

drinking contaminated water that contains toxic acid that comes from 

underground works of Twickenham Mine. “Dying livestock puts our life 

in a stuck position, because things are so expensive, and we don’t 

afford them all.”  said Mr. Makhudu” 

Mr. Mohlatlole, another farmer in the area said that “the toxic acid that 

come from underground it goes straight to the river called Motse, 

where it turns the river to be polluted and that river is supplying or 

helping many people in a different way, even the religions depend in 

that water. Another big concern is that there are communities that 

depend on that river for drinking, bath, washing water, and we also 

irrigating our small gardens. The water is not drinkable anymore, we 

once experienced headaches and running stomachs after drinking that 

water.  At the time then we didn’t know what the course was because I 

never go to clinic or hospital but use traditional medicines”.   

Sekutlong is one of the affected villages because the village does not 

have a reliable water source. The village depends on drinking water from 

the Motse River, and the worst part is that our government does not do 

anything about the situation by making alternative plans for the 

community to access water. The residents of Sekutlong started to realize 

that the river is not flowing the way it used to. Another thing that made 

us to be suspicious about this river is that, in the night we used to hear 

frogs crying and other insects, so it reached a point where we no longer 

heard the river animals. The flow of the river became less and less.  

“After bathing with that water, my body become itchy because of the 

chemicals that are in that river. Now we are buying water from local 

businesses and that water is very expensive and it doesn’t last for a 

month” says Mr. Mohlatlole.   Thabiso, a young community member says 

that the most dangerous part of living next to the mine is that the 

mines bring division in communities and between the leaders of the 

communities, and the future of youth is not taken seriously. What they 

do to us, they are taking us to the training programmes without any 

payment and we once we are trained, we find out that we are more than 

20 with the same skills but that skills will not work anywhere but in the 

mine, so this means without the mine we wouldn’t work anymore. Now 

the mine is on Care and Maintenance and our fathers and brothers are 

stuck at home because what they have a skill that is related to mining 

only. So, for me, the mine is not developing us, but bribing us and 

acting as if they are helping while they are killing us.  

 

By Tokelo Mahlakoane 
 
Danger of living close to the mine: How Anglo Platinum brainwashed us 

into abandoning the land of our ancestors 

 

When the mine first came to our village in 2002, it was a mighty epidemic, 

bringing eager prospectors to our village from far and wide, all of them with 

visions of unimaginable wealth dancing in their heads. What they were not 

our aware of, however, is that the reality would be far different from their 

dreams, life in a mining village was challenging at the best of times.  

Residents of Modimolle, Mantshakane and Ditwebeleng villages, a stone 

through from Twickenham Mine, a subsidiary of Anglo-American Platinum, 

like any other mining affected community, see the mining industry as an 

essential sector of the economy. But what is a true measure of wealth 

when communities where the extractions occur, live in precarious 

conditions, and the industry operates at the cost of their environmental 

rights. In these villages, difficult living conditions has pushed the residents to 

use polluted water for drinking, bathing and other related household chores. 

For several years, the has been a considerable drop in the level of service 

deliveries for basic need. This is a lose-lose situation, where communities 

are negatively impacted. The growing impact of acid mine drainage along 

the streams and backwaters of the region have caused water sources to 

dry up and local farmers to lose their livelihood. 

“Twickenham mine has brought many challenges to our community in the 

name of development. We were relocated to places far from our ancestral 

lands, our graves were exhumed, which it is against our culture but because 

we were brainwashed into believing that mining is a pathway to affording 

a basic livelihood and other good such as houses and education, we have 

no choice but to agree to both the relocation and the exhuming of our fore 

parents’ graves,” said Mr. Makhudu 

“The mine has occupied our land where we used to farm so that we are 

putting food on the table for our children. Since then, the life started to be 

difficult because we now needed to buy lot of things at home while most of 

us don’t have wage earning work. We were subsisting from farming because 

we were farming meat and other traditional foods. Through farming, 

families could sell livestock so that we can take our child to further their 

studies. So now we are failing to take them to go to university due to the 

shortage of money.  Therefore, today you see our children turn out to be 

unemployed because they don’t have other options.” added Mr. Makhudu  

 

Pic by Tokelo Mahlakoane:  Acid Mine Drainage flowing into Motse River 
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          Few of the toilets from the contractor 

 

             

            VIP toilets allocated to teachers 
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The unsanitary truth of it all: the extremely disruptive events to the education 

of Maikabelo Intermediate Scholar 

By Bokkie Goodman and Phyllia Ngoatje 

Children should never be made to suffer the indignity and shame of not having anywhere to 

relieve themselves during the school day. However, over 100 school pupils and staff at the 

Maikaelelo Intermediate School in Magojaneng Village, in the Northern Cape, were made to suffer 

this fate, not once but on two separate occasions. We expect better from a company that prides 

itself on “sharing the values of its stakeholders” and boasts on its website of the educational 

projects it is involved in and the suitable facilities it builds. In fact, for a company of this size and 

magnitude, we should all expect better in terms of the responsibility owed to the communities 

affected by its operations. As part of their 2017-2021 Social and Labour Plan (SLP), Kumba Iron 

Ore committed to building ablution toilets at Maikaelelo Intermediate School. The project 

commenced in 2019, in conjunction with the Department of Education, but due to constraints 

resulting from the Covid-19 Pandemic, there were delays to the project. The delays caused the 

project, that was supposed to take roughly 6 months, to run into 2021, and remains incomplete 

to date. 

The contractor employed to do the project, Siyasebenza Development (PTY) LTD, agreed to 

provide the school with 30 mobile toilets, while the new ablution facilities were under 

construction and the old lavatory facilities had been demolished. Covid-19 significantly reduced 

the number of children attending school in 2020, thereby also reducing the number of mobile 

toilets required to be provided to the school by the contractor. By the beginning of 2021, there 

were only few mobile toilets on site.  As the 15th of February 2021 approached, and the school 

year was due to begin, a delivery of 30 mobile toilets was supposed to be made by the contractor 

to Maikaelelo Intermediate School in anticipation of the reception of over 100 pupils and staff. 

However, as the days approached and passed, no such delivery was made.  

On 8 March the MACUA WAMUA branch based in Magojaneng intervened by writing an email 

to all the stakeholders (the Principal, the SGB, the Ward 5 Committee, Kagiso Dichabe of the 

Department of Education, Ba-ga Jantjie Tribal Council, Contractor Siyasebenza Development, and 

Kumba Iron Ore). The toilets had still not arrived and children and staff totaling more than 100 

were being forced to share 4 mobile toilets during Covid-19. Suffice to say that the sanitary 

requirements for social distancing and basic health were not being met. MACUA WAMUA initially 

intervened with a call that a steering committee be established; only for the movement to be told 

that there is already a steering committee in existence. Within a week of the complaint being 

made, mobile toilets were delivered, and a promise was made that this would not happen 

again. 

Approximately 20 mobile toilets were delivered to Maikaelelo Intermediate School, which needed 

to be serviced at least twice a week, by the contractor, as needed according to the agreement 

with the principal of the school. However, the contractor stopped servicing the toilets on time, 

and they degenerated into a state of where the toilets were not fit for use. With no toilet facilities 

the children had to be sent home. Once again, the steering committee remained silent. The 

children of Magojaneng stayed home for almost 2 weeks while this issue was ongoing and once 

again MACUA WAMUA had to intervene before anything could be done to resolve the issue. 

Our role, as MACUA and WAMUA, is to question what the point of a steering committee is. The 

Steering committee is not functional and external parties must intervene before matters are 

resolved. It’s appalling that there has been a gross violation of these school children’s rights and 

it seems that not one of the stakeholders on the steering committee is willing to hold those 

responsible to account. Both Kumba Iron Ore and the Department of Education need to up their 

game and ensure that their standards of care are elevated when it comes to the safety and 

general wellbeing of the students at Maikaelelo Intermediate School. It must be a crime when 

children are made to suffer the indignity of this magnitude, for no reason at all, but simply due to 

the negligence on the part of both the steering committee and Kumba Iron Ore, for not having the 

necessary oversight over its contractor. Children are made to go to school, just to return home 

without attending class because the lavatory facilities have not been serviced and no one 

recognizes the urgency of ensuring that they are serviced. 
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See us at: 

These events are extremely disruptive to the education of the children. What arrangements have been made to make up for the contact 

learning time missed by the children, when the curriculum is already stretched so thin and South Africa already faces an education crisis. 

It’s the arrogance and unwillingness to humbly apologize to those affected by their negligence that gets to us. It’s the violation of the 

student’s rights to proper sanitation in an era where sanitation should be at the top of the priority list for schools. The disregard for the 

voices of marginalized bodies in South Africa, that allows us to trample on the rights of the students at Maikaelelo Intermediate School 

that reminds us that injustice reigns when it comes to mining companies. It’s the fact that people are not treated as ends within 

themselves, but as a means to an end; that end being good publicity and an opportunity to claim victories that do not belong to them as 

Kumba Iron Ore. It’s time we stand up as mining affected communities and tell our stories, because enough is enough and we cannot 

stand idly by any longer and let these mining giants get away with stealing our dignity any longer. 

Sustainable mining? South32 leaving destruction in its wake as it attempts to 

clean up its image 
By Millicent Shungube and Nicola Seokoe 

 
 

Last month, despite disruptions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, Australian mining giant, South32, reported an unexpected increase in their 

recent global production, due in a large part to “a ramp-up of mining at the South African Energy Coal operations.” 

Also last month, communities surrounding those coal operations suffered devastating destruction to their land, their homes and their health as 

South32 continued to blast recklessly, without warning or concern for the lives of those in the area. As the images above show, blasting 

regularly causes damage to communities’ homes and property. Pollution from mines also renders soil and water unfit for subsistence 

farming and leaves the air unsafe to breath. The photographs cannot convey the chronic stress that living next to such a mine causes – 

community members must nervously anticipate the almost-daily blasts and the repercussions thereof. While mines are required by law to 

notify communities before a blast, South32 never does.   

While South32 rushes to get rid of its dirty assets, lauding the contribution that this sale will make to transformation in the mining sector, 

communities such as Phola are left wondering what will come of the commitments that South32 has made, but never acted on.  

The social and environmental ramifications of a change in mine ownership are monumental, but current legislation in South Africa does not 

require that mining companies consult affected communities before such a sale, or that the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy 

attain communities’ approval for the substitution of one rehabilitation plan for another. In this way, the paltry requirement that companies 

consult communities before submitting an application for a mining license is further undermined and rendered inconsequential, because the 

conditions upon which the license is granted, such as the rehabilitation plan, can be changed without any consultation.   

Rapid turnover in mine ownership, which usually takes place without community knowledge, is commonplace in South Africa and helps explain 

why it is so hard for communities to hold mines accountable. Often communities will write to a mining company requesting a meeting only to 

find out that the mine has been sold, and that their long-standing efforts to engage with the company in control must begin from scratch. In 

Shungube’s case, it seems like the dozens of letters, the meetings and even the trip to Australia may have been in vain.  She worries that 

next time she writes, she may be told that South32 no longer owns the mine in question and therefore can’t help the Phola community. 

After the latest blasting, and numerous requests from her community in Phola, Shungube wrote yet another plea to South32. It began: “As I 

am writing this email a cloud of black dust is coming to cover our once beloved township.” She relayed the various meetings and 

commitments that had not been met by South32 and expressed frustration that South32 continues deny or ignore what community 

members know to be true: “We have evidence of falling structures and falling tombstones, we have continuously witnessed the breaking of 

windows, and no one is coming to the party.” While the letter demanded answers and action, Shungube was told only that an investigation is 

underway. A familiar response.   

While the sale of its coal operations will allow South32 to present itself to investors around the world as a company that is both profitable and 

committed to sustainability and transformation, the state of the communities left behind will fade from consideration.  

 

https://www.miningweekly.com/article/south32-retains-production-outlook-2020-10-19/rep_id:3650

