
UNDERSTANDING 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 

CLIMATE CHANGE
Dr Alex Lenferna 

Climate Justice Campaigner, 350Africa.org 
Secretary, Climate Justice Coalition 

alex.lenferna@350.org



2



3



4



5



“Climate change is the 
defining human development 
challenge of the 21st Century. 
Failure to respond to that 
challenge… will stall and then 
reverse progress built-up over 
generations not just in cutting 
extreme poverty, but in 
health, nutrition, education 
and other areas.”
– UN Human Development 
Report (2007)

6



7



- Climate apartheid: where the rich pay to escape the heat and hunger 
caused by the escalating climate crisis while the rest of the world 
suffers the brunt of its impacts.

It’s impacts are likely to undermine the basic rights to life, water, 
food, and housing for hundreds of millions of people

- Like Apartheid, driven by racial capitalism. 8
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• Massive push for new coal, 
oil, & gas exploration and 
infrastucture
• Sabotaging and delaying 

renewables
• No just transition plan in 

place
• Violating right to say no / 

free prior informed consent
• Not holding corporations 

accountable for social labour 
plans
• Corruption and 



UprootTheDMRE.org – Sept 22nd-24th



- Expensive – ~R210 billion
- Polluting
- Foreign-owned and exempted 
from local manufacturing and 
procurement requirements
- Rigged procurement process 
and charges of corruption



A Just 
Transition?

1. Just A Transition 
2. A Protective Just Transition
3. A Transformative Just Transition
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Systems Change, Not 
Climate Change
• To meet the 1.5°C target will “require 

rapid and far-reaching transitions in 
energy, land, urban infrastructure 
(including transport and buildings), 
and industrial systems” –
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (2018)
• Such a transformation the IPCC report 

shows, holds the potential for ensuring 
better progress on poverty alleviation, 
and significant economic opportunities 
which can create a better, more equal 
and prosperous world



“Sometimes it falls upon a generation to be great. 
You can be that great generation. 

Let your greatness blossom. 
Of  course the task will not be easy. 

But not to do this would be a crime against humanity, 
against which I ask all humanity now to rise up.”
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Thank you! 

Some links

ClimateJusticeCoalition.org

350Africa.org

UprootTheDMRE.org

GreenNewEskom.org

Alex.Lenferna@350.org

mailto:Alex.Lenferna@350.org

