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• Sustainable Mining? South 32 leaving 
destruction in its wake as it attempts to clean 
up its image 

Special Interest Articles: 

 

“Anglo American relocation mishaps continues 

to leave many households in limbo. Again” 

 
“Easy copper money putting life of the country’s 
youth in danger” 
 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

“Ignored by the Municipality: Community of 

Tshamahansi forced to take matters into their 

hands as their roads continue to deteriorate”.  
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The National Coordinator of MACUA, the incoming National Convener of WAMUA, the Secretary of 
MACUA and the thousands of members of MACUA and WAMUA from across the country would like to 
appreciate Nester Ndebele for her many years of dedication as the Convenor of WAMUA.  

Nester Ndebele is a long-standing member of MACUA WAMUA, and her perseverance and self-
development have stood out as unique trademarks which shone through in her activism and life at 
MACUA & WAMUA.  

We thank Nester for her loyal and committed activism, and we are looking forward to her ongoing 
commitment and involvement in the movement.  

Nester is indeed an inspiration to us all. 

From the desk of Maureen Seshoka, incoming WAMUA National Convenor:  

WAMUA would like to appreciate Nester Ndebele on her many years of dedication as the WAMUA 
Convenor. Nester has shown commitment and loyalty, not only in her work, but for WAMUA and its 
members and her ethical leadership which stood as an example for the members of the organisation. 

From the desk of Tokelo Mahlakoane, Secretary of MACUA: 

It gives me great pleasure to say that I have worked with Nester for the last 5 years. Nester is very       
warm and helpful person, always ready to leave everything and help you. Nester takes pride in her 
activism work and has always dedicated her time to building WAMUA.  

Thank you for everything you have done for WAMUA and thank you for being more than a comrade. 

From the desk of Millicent Shongube, WAMUA National Organizer: 

Nester is a hardworking and straightforward activist. She really enjoys what she does and in the           
years that I have worked alongside her, she has proven herself to be very dedicated WAMUA Convenor. 
WAMUA is fortunate to have her as activist. 

From the desk of Lan Mashale, MACUA National Organizer: 

Prior to my election as the National Organizer of the movement, I am thankful to have had the    
opportunity to work with Nester for 2 years. During this time, my respect towards Nester emerged              
from her dedication to grow the women’s movement in South Africa, especially in mining affected 
communities. I respect her not only for the person she is, but also for the way she conveyed her 
dedication to WAMUA.  Nester’s pride in her activism work stands as an example to us all. Thank you, 
Nester. 
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Editor’s Letter 
Prestige’s June/July Issue Commemorates 

National Youth Month.  

By Gilbert Moela  

 
Welcome to another edition of South Africa’s 
favorite mining bi-monthly newsletter. With no 
signs of economic recovery, youth affected by 
mining in South Africa continues to face 
unemployment despite Mining Charter 3. The 
new charter still poses more questions than 
answers for many observers, as it is still unclear 
exactly what the charter will change, and how 
transformation in the mining industry will be 
advanced beyond BEE, which produced a few 
wealthy elites while doing very little for the 
communities impacted by mining. 

The recently re-elected National Coordinator, 
Meshack Mbangula, has provided clear and 
incisive leadership during the first days after 
the election of the National Executive 
Committee. The NEC has and has certainly 
provided a breath of fresh air and the 
movement has been reinvigorated with a fresh 
new cohort of leaders. The current NEC has 
wasted no time in firming up their mandate 
and setting out key priorities for the movement 
over the next 3 years. Among the priorities 
identified by the NEC are the need to continue 
developing our branch structures, to 
Strengthen WAMUA and to make real strides 
towards Progressive Policy engagements with 
the state. 

With youth unemployment at critical levels, it 
is vital that we create a vibrant economy in 
which the wealth of mining are distributed and 
shared at local levels. Take platinum; we have 
some of the largest deposits in the world 
according to reports. The cell phone in your 
pocket requires platinum. Now, if we could do 
more than just take it out of the ground and 
ship it off to Europe, we’d have a far greater 
employment footprint and wealth generation 
at the local level. 

Many of our raw materials are exported out of 
the country, to be refined and made into a 
variety of consumer and commercial products. 
The value and wealth created by the minerals 
is thus realized outside of the country, leaving 
all of us poorer while a few elites benefit 
greatly. 

The urgent need for the mining laws to change 
so that the wealth can be created and shared 
among the people in more democratic ways 
remains central to the policy proposals of 
MACUA. The need to build popular support 
around the agenda of the Peoples Mining 
Charter is vital if we are to rescue our country 
from complete collapse. 

See You Out There,  

Gilbert Moela  

 

 



                          
 
 

 

By Gift Radebe 

Will our local police station search for a permanent place 

forever? 

The community of Kwa-Thema have had enough. Ever since 2022 
started, our police station has become an administrative center where 
documents are certified, rather than a place where crime is tackled. 
The Police station has up to 10 police officers all assisting those 
looking to certify documents rather than attending to the 
community’s struggle with crime. On weekends we see police vans 
patrolling taverns and night clubs, but the talk on the streets is that 
the agenda of Police patrols is not to fight crime, but rather to take 
bribes so that these clubs can run all night long without following the 
law. Kwa-Thema has a become a hotspot of crime and this year we 
have experienced many brutal deaths. Many are now saying that 
crimes is rising because our police are part of corruption not part of 
stopping corruption.  

The community of Kwa- Thema are now living in fear and are 
constantly asking themselves: “who is next?”   

As the local MACUA branch, we decided to call a 
community meeting to discuss the rising crime and drug 
abuse in the community. The community has now agreed to 
reintroduce the old practice of using ‘impempe” (whistle) which will 
indicate danger and the community will come in numbers to help.  

Many in our community are saying that the police and political 
parties have failed us as they are part of corruption themselves. To 
make matters worse, the political parties’ leaders are killing each 
other for positions, the police are taking bribes from night clubs and 
thugs are selling drugs”. Said one angry resident 

“This is the first time we experience brutal killings happening in      
such numbers. Ever since our police station is not fully functioning, 
shocking deaths of people, car hijackings and house robberies        
have escalated to a new level of ‘it is becoming a norm’ in our 
community”, said a community member.  

“Since the police are failing to deliver on their mandate of protecting 
the public from criminal elements, the community have given 
themselves a mandate to protect themselves through organizing 
themselves. The community has said that self-organisation is the way 
to finding peace and living without fear.   

“We do not know when our police will deliver and we cannot sit and 
watch our people being murdered whilst we can come together and 
organize for peace and community safety” 
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By Cry Manala 

“Anglo American relocation mishaps continues to leave many households 

in limbo. Again!” 

Mokhudushong as it is affectionately known, is a small section of 44 relocated houses 
within Monametse Village in Limpopo Province. The decision to relocate was taken 
after numerous engagements between community structures and Bokoni Platinum 
Mine over complaints by the community of Monametse Village of cracked houses. 
However, Bokoni Platinum Mine resorted to relocating only 44 households as they 
were deemed to be in extreme danger as they were too close to the mine’s 
operations. 

This is the third time that the Mokhudusong community homes are being rebuilt.  
The rebuilding of houses has resulted in extensive complaints of damages to 
furniture and other belongings as residents must move their furniture up and down 
from their houses to rented rooms while the rebuilding is undertaken. The mine has 
refused to cover the costs of the damages. 

Mr Mohuba a resident of one of the houses claims that “the reason the houses are 
being rebuilt so many times is due to the soil they build on. It is not suitable for 
infrastructure. And as a result, the houses have cracks in the foundation. Some 
houses have become dangerous for the families to live in: he says.  “We wish they 
could remove us from this place because this soil is muddy. If you build on a mud 
surface the house will surely crack. The people responsible for building our homes 
don't care about us but they only care about money" he lamented. 

Mr Mohuba also claims that Mine “will not tell you the budget of each house”. He 
goes further to claim that “they most definitely will never agree to compensate us for 
our household goods that are being damaged in the house e.g. beds, TVs, stoves and 
more. What's more painful is that they rebuild some houses while others must repair 
the houses at their own expense and  it is obvious this will be a continuous problem 
for years to come”.  

"Not knowing the budget of each home is a problem for us. They don't make any 
public consultations before building or demolishing houses. Things like how much is 
the budget for the project. We are told that each home must deploy one member as 
a beneficiary that will work during the duration of the project and that's all,” said Mr 
Makgopa another resident deeply aggrieved by the ongoing struggle for justice 

.“It would have been better if we get a lump sum from the mine. In that way we 
will choose much better grounds to build our homes to ensure their sustainability 
and strong foundations” according to Mr Mokgotho. He adds that “some members 
(of the community) build on their preferred grounds, while others did not relocate 
because of family bonds to the land and because of their livelihoods”.  

From our engagements with the community, it is clear that most community 
members of Mekhudusong think this relocation in not ideal. The community have no 
insights into the budget of the project. The community have not been consulted and 
remain unclear about why some houses are being rebuilt while others are being 
patched when they face the same challenge.  

The community is desperate for a long-term solution, but with mines who are a law 

unto themselves, it looks like their struggle for justice will continue. 
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Inside Story Headline 

By Maria Baloyi 

“Fighting Gender Based Violence in rural communities is a challenge for 
many women” 

GBV (Gender Based Violence) has become a rather inevitable subject 
within the whole country as women and children lose their lives daily.  
No matter how many campaigns we have, the number of GBV cases 
seems to be rising rapidly. This is a matter that requires everyone to take 
action, and for that to happen one requires knowing the root of the 
problem before coming up with a possible solution. 

Ennie Hlongwane, 32 years old from Mahwelereng zone 2 in Mokopane 
Limpopo, who is also a victim of GBV, stated that; “it is not easy to file a 
case against your partner.  As women we are taught that a woman’s 
place lies with her husband, and that alone breaks us apart as women 
because we have nowhere to turn to. I suffered tremendous injuries 
from my boyfriend after he paid the bridal price for me and that was 
when I realized the kind of an animal, I have involved myself with”. She 
continues; “he continuously abused me even in the presence of our 
daughter and he did not even care what that was doing to her.  All he 
cared about was that he is seen as the head of the family and that he 
was reprimanding me. For what, I have no idea to this day”, she reflects 
tearfully. 

Ennie goes on to explain that “some have lost their lives with the hope 
that their men will change, but that led them to their death beds, and 
most of these perpetrators are walking free. Perhaps if the police did 
their job we would also have the courage to report our partners. One of 
the main reasons we never, or rather hardly do that is because the 
police would come and take them, and in a few days’ time they return, 
which leaves us terrified because they are going to punish us for telling 
on them, she said as the deep stress shows on her face. 

Not all men are abusive, but many are.  Perhaps it is due to the fact that 
men are taught to never cry, but rather suppress their emotions. Some 
men grow up with resentment which leads them to being the abusive 
partners that they are. As parents we should try to raise our boys to be 
responsible, loving, caring and protective, because the world that we are 
living in now is not what it used to be. Some men also contribute to this 
matter as they abandon their children, and their children grow up to be 
exactly like them which makes them think that it is the right thing to do. 
While other men beat up their women in front of children, this creates a 
scar that can never be healed because the children never receive any 
form of counselling, which leads most to either turn to substance abuse 
as a coping mechanism or even suicide.                                                                                                                                                                                    

68 year old Mmakgwale Masemene captures the despair of women 
when she cries out: “What is it exactly that needs to be done in order 
for this problem to stop? We are tired of burying our sisters all in the 
name of love. Children are being raised orphans all because of the 
deeds of men who claim to love. When will it all come to an end? Are 
we all going to die like this? Are we going to bury our children until 
there are none left to bury. Help us God and put an end to this 
ordeal”.  

 

 

 

 

                                                          

 
“Easy copper money putting life of the country’s youth in 
danger” 
By Ntokozo Kumalo 

Eskom says it has noted an increase in vandalism at their sites and this is 
costing them billions of rands.  Acts of cable theft and vandalism are 
committed within our neighborhoods and communities, sometimes by 
people we know.  

A 27-year-old Dumisani Hlatshwayo who resides in Kwa-Thema was 
involved in cable theft with a group of four boys. These young boys steal 
cables at night or during load shedding. This not only causes great harm to 
the community, because without lights at night, the crime rate increases, 
but it also places the lives of these young boys, many who merely seek to 
put food on the table, in danger.  

Dumisani was found dead in between the cables. 

What traumatic experience his family had to go through. His parents were 
expecting much from him. To complete school and go to university so he 
can be able to assist his other siblings and parents financially. Instead, he 
is now six feet under ground and the rest of the gang was arrested.  

 These criminals steal infrastructure such as copper cable and electrical 
equipment to make easy money and with each incident, thousands of 
homes are left without electricity for many hours or days. 

Business that have no access to generators have to close and 
unfortunately lack money as they cannot operate during that period. 
‘Copper line theft has a significant impact on connectivity and its costs the 
telecommunications sector millions of rands every year.  

The ongoing vandalism and theft of electricity infrastructure, causes many 
parts of the economy to come to a standstill and it is expensive to replace 
such infrastructure which places further strain on the country.  Power 
outages, affect traffic lights causing more congestion on the roads and 
disrupting street light , telephones and networks. If these issues occur in 
your neighborhoods, you are now more likely to feel its effects than 
before as many of us work from home and need reliable power and 
internet connections.  

One of the community members, Gloria Mabuza said, " I for one do not 
feel pity for Dumisani. He got what he deserved. Our appliances get 
damaged, because of these thieves and their families do not compensate 
us in any way.”  

Jerry Makua has a different point of view. “I beg to differ. These children 
are very much intelligent and having skills and talents that can take 
them far in life. The education system is so damaged. The curriculum no 
longer facilitates sports day, marketing days and talent shows that was 
something that kept them busy even on school holidays. But now you 
would find them sitting on street corners all day long doing nothing. Many 
start engaging in substances abuse and house robbery. All I am saying is 
let's not be stigmatized and look at this with different angles”.   
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“Retrenched miners and community caught in catch 22 situation as mines and municipality shift the goal posts” 

By Mpho Nkawana 

The MACUA Branch in Merafong has been in ongoing engagement processes Harmony, Sibanye and DRD mines, on issues of employment, climate 
change, absorption of Ex mine workers, community beneficiation through social audits and rehabilitation of tailing dams of the closed shafts. 

A member of the Ward 10 Street Committee told us that “all the mines promised to hire from the local communities by changing the proof of address 
criteria.  It was concluded that the list of applicants will be shared with the ward councilors to verify if people who are on the list are indeed residing at 
those addresses. Because the municipality has failed the community ever since the mines have been operating as there are no changes even today. So 
why bring in the councilors to do the verification because obviously they will put their people on the list. We are tired of corruption happening in 
Merafong”. The Blyvoor mine closed all their shafts and retrenched all its employees for a few years and then reopened again. However, during the 
process of reopening they promised to hire the ex-mine workers first, then those without experience later, but they did the opposite as there was a 
bus that came from Eastern Cape filled with people. As a community our hope was that DRD Gold Mine would do the right thing by employing locals 
so that we can overcome the harsh challenges of unemployment and poverty. 

On the issue of dust which comes from their tailing dams, and which causes silicosis and TB, Buhle Maponyane, a concerned member of the 

community, gathered statistics in Khutsong of people who are sick with Silicosis due to the dust.  Despite his efforts to get compensation for those 

members who have contracted illness due to the mine, the mines continue to deny their obligations.  

All the while, sinkholes caused by mining operations has turned our community into a ghost town. Even in sections that people have moved to in an 

attempt to escape the danger of the sinkholes, new sinkholes are emerging. To make matters worse, the Municipality still allows development to take 

place in areas such as extension 3&5 where these new sinkholes are developing. During last week a vehicle of the Municipality fell into a sinkhole in 

Caledon Street Carletonville, highlighting the dangers posed to motorists and residents. Yet the mines, who continue to make huge profits, continue 

to deny their responsibility and impacts on the community. 

“David Seatile Sekgobela, an ex-mine worker, MACUA Branch Executive Committee member tells us that “Anglo also retrenched their employees 
because they said they were leaving but some were absorbed by Harmony and the rest are unemployed.  This is so sad because the majority of ex 
miners are no longer young and only have mining work as an experience and this make it hard for them to find work at their age. All this people have 
families that they are breadwinners of” he says. 

When coming to community beneficiation it’s a complete disaster as Social Audits conducted in 2018 and 2020 showed that all these mines don’t 
comply with their SLP’s. The mines lack of compliance with the license conditions, means they don’t take the mining community into account and 
how mining impacts on the community. The only thin the mine cares about is profits. The selfish greed of the mines means that the economy has 
declined with many retailers closing down because the community does not have money to spend at their shops.  Taxi owners are killing each other 
as the they compete for an ever-shrinking piece of the money that is still left in the community. The few recreational facilities that exist, do not have 
enough equipment to accommodate the community and the youth end up being drawn into drugs and alcohol abuse due to the lack of healthy 
alternatives. 

Even as the mines continue to steal our wealth in broad daylight, the issue of Climate change looms large in our future. None of the mines are 

prepared to take responsibility or accept that they have a responsibility to the community with regards to climate change. The actions of the mines, 

has and still is affecting our health.  Take the issue of water.  Mines discharge large amounts of polluted water into one of our local dams passing 

through the community to the Recreational sites (Abibeil).  This site had alien trees and the community used to fish there.  Today we can no longer 

fish there because the fish have died out due to the pollution. Children also swim there and they end up having skin problems. And yet the mines 

continue to pollute our environment, destroy our homes and keep us in poverty while they accumulate all the wealth. It is time for our community to 

stand up and make a change! 
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“Ignored by the Municipality: Community of Tshamahanzi forced to take matters into their hands as their roads continue to 

deteriorate”.  

By Pretty Ndaba 

The rural environment is critical to the development of any country. The food supply of the country are grown in rural areas and the rural populations 
are custodians of the environment and ecosystems. Planners of rural development need to be experts in the complexities of these interconnecting 
priorities and need to know how the road provision fits into the larger goals of rural development, and the priorities for economic and social growth. 

After the Mogalakwena Municipality’s Public Works Department in Mokopane Limpopo Province turned a deaf ear to the terrible conditions of roads 
Tshamahansi Section for two years, locals have now taken it upon themselves to bring about a change. Keeping aside their household activities and 
regular work, residents picked up shovels to fix the dilapidated roads on their own. 

“We are now forced to fix our streets on our own. We used to call for help from our councilors, but we are ignored.  So, we decided to keep quiet 
and fix the streets on our own. This is one Street whereby cars are no longer passing on that street, and it's a main road, where community taxis 
are passing by to collect and deliver people it gets worse when it's raining and  the streets become worse than before” said one resident 

Disappointed over the poor road conditions, villagers informed that medical patients, students and daily office goers are the worst affected while 
travelling along the village road to their respective destinations.    

“Many a time, medical patients, especially pregnant women, could not reach the nearby hospital on time,” a resident said. “Many accidents have also 
been reported from the locality in the past due to the poor condition of the road. We have been waiting for quite a long time, hoping that some kind of 
initiative will be undertaken from the part of municipality, but it did not happen”, he said. 

Women, men, elderly people and children walk from village to village every day when going to work, school and to the shops and even when they go 
and fetch water. Women push wheelbarrows on this road when fetching water. The dongas are getting bigger and it doesn't look like the municipality 
will fix the roads soon.  

After the rainfall the tar road from Tshamahansi and Magongwa villages looks like a river. Children who walk to and from school on daily basis are at 
risk of these water flows school and this has created fear among parents and especially among women, because it is difficult to walk on the roads 
when they bare in this condition. Some women are even forced to accompany their children to school before going to work. The problem was 
reported to the previous councilor, and nothing happened, A new ward councilor has been elected but nothing is happening. Service delivery is a 
challenge in the community of Tshamahansi and Magongwa. But as a community the people of Tshamahansi and Magongwa are determined to not 
be victims, but to organize themselves to ensure that these matters are addressed. 
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