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MACUA Raises Alarm Over Exclusion of Communities in State Energy and Mining Plans
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE |05 May 2025

Mining Affected Communities United in Action (MACUA) expresses deep concern over the
Portfolio Committee on Mineral and Petroleum Resources’ recent endorsement of the
Central Energy Fund (CEF) Group’s Strategic and Annual Performance Plans (2025-2030),
particularly its praise of the Group’s “healthy balance sheet” and imminent merger of
PetroSA, iGas, and the Strategic Fuel Fund into the South African National Petroleum
Company (SANPC).

While Parliament commends the financial stability of the CEF Group, it fails to scrutinise
the systematic exclusion of mining-affected communities from these strategic processes.
The ongoing centralisation of power within the CEF and its subsidiaries—coupled with
aggressive land access ambitions by the Council for Geoscience (CGS)—amounts to a
deepening of extractive colonialism cloaked in national development language.

Undemocratic mapping and land grab threat

MACUA is alarmed by the CGS’s call to amend the Geoscience Act to forcibly access land
where communities or landowners are “recalcitrant” in allowing geological mapping. This
move blatantly undermines the constitutional right to land tenure, customary law, and
Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC). These proposed amendments would allow state
agencies to override community refusal—effectively authorising land invasions under the
guise of scientific inquiry.

This is especially dangerous given the CGS’s mapping focus on critical minerals, REEs, and
fossil fuel basins across Limpopo, Eastern Cape, Northern Cape and Mpumalanga—all of
which are home to rural and mining-affected communities who have already borne the
brunt of land dispossession and environmental degradation.

Fossil fuel bailouts disguised as Just Transition

MACUA also notes with alarm that the CEF’s long-term strategy heavily prioritises gas and
coal expansion, even as it pays lip service to a “just energy transition.” Entities like
PetroSA and African Exploration Mining and Financing Corporation (AEMFC) continue to
rely on fossil-intensive business models while failing to implement mechanisms for public
accountability or social redress.

PetroSA is still facing a possible financial collapse, and yet Parliament celebrates SANPC's
delayed launch without demanding answers about:

e the R12 billion decommissioning liability,

e the lack of turnaround success, and
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o the absence of community benefit frameworks or environmental reparations.
No community oversight, no accountability

MACUA reminds the public and Parliament that state energy reforms are being
implemented without any form of democratic community oversight. There are no
mechanisms to include communities in:

e project design,

e site access approvals,

e environmental management planning,
e or revenue sharing.

Instead, the same opaque SOEs responsible for past failures are now being given more
power, more budget, and more legal instruments to trample on the rights of the people.

Our Demands
MACUA demands the following urgent actions:
1. Immediate public disclosure of proposed amendments to the Geoscience Act.

2. A moratorium on CGS land access where community protocols and FPIC processes
are not in place.

3. A parliamentary inquiry into the CEF Group’s fossil fuel expansion, debt structure,
and lack of community development frameworks.

4. Formal recognition of mining-affected communities as rights-holders, not
stakeholders, in all policy, regulatory and operational energy decisions.

The consolidation of state energy power without public oversight, and the threat of land
access without consent, marks a dangerous step backward for South Africa’s democracy.
We will not stand by while our lands, futures, and voices are sidelined.

Issued by:

Mining Affected Communities United in Action (MACUA)
Email: info@macua.org.za

Website: www.macua.org.za

For media enquiries, contact Magnificent Mndebele, head of communication and media at
MACUA-WAMUA Advice Office on 064 785 9746/ Magnificent.mndebele@macua.org.za




